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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Fragile states pose unique problems to reform leaders and the international community. Hindered by weak institutions, social divisions, and difficult historical legacies, they face fundamentally different challenges than other countries.

This course focuses on understanding the drivers of state fragility and what steps might counteract these. It encourages participants to think deeply about the nature of development, political incentives, the role of geography in governance, social identities, the nature of public authority, and a variety of other issues relevant to state building in difficult circumstances. It draws on a combination of practical case studies, history, maps, theory, and the latest research. Time will be set aside for the class to work collectively with the analytical framework provided to examine specific countries in depth. The course concludes with a discussion of how the ideas developed during the term should impact international efforts to aid fragile states.

Issues will mainly be examined from the perspective of reform leaders, with an emphasis on seeing how political economic drivers affect choices made. We will, however, never completely discard the role of donors given that the international community has, by necessity, an important role to play in many of these countries.

The course will provide invaluable skills and knowledge for anyone seeking to work on international issues and gain the practical ability to analyze countries around the globe. Understanding the political dynamics of states is invaluable for a wide range of careers, whether working for international agencies, multilateral organizations, non-profit organizations, corporations, or governments.

COURSE WORK

Each week, I will assign "readers" to be responsible for some of the homework reading. Those assigned will be expected to give a five minute overview of the reading/s and help lead a short ten minute discussion on the week's subject matter that engages and involves their colleagues. Readers should come prepared with two or three discussion questions/ ideas related to the article, all the articles, and/or the topic. I will try to help you develop a sound agenda if necessary, and will act as co-discussion leader (Professor’s prerogative) in class.
All students will be expected to come to each session with their own questions from the reading and discussion guide. They should actively engage in class discussions and raise their own issues.

Each student will make a 10 minutes presentation of a topic from his or her research paper towards the end of the course. This will be followed by 5-10 additional minutes for questions and discussion.
Each student must write an original research paper on an approved topic related to fragile states. Final papers must be 6000 to 8000 words long. Double space and use footnotes cited according to http://www.oberlin.edu/faculty/svolk/citation.htm. Papers must be supported by proper attribution of sources. In developing the papers, you must observe the following schedule: 1) Identification of paper topic and one paragraph statement of thesis (which require approval) are due no later than the end of week 7; 2) An outline, including major organizational plan of paper and bibliography of primary sources, are due no later than the end of week 10; 3) Papers are due on the final exam date.
There will be a take home midterm exam, but no final exam.

Grading will be based on the midterm (20%), presentation (15%), paper (45%), and participation (20%).

Late papers will be penalized a grade increment (e.g. A- to B+) per day. A failure to attribute sources will have adverse consequences on the grade of the paper.
HONOR CODE
Enrollment at SAIS obligates each student to conduct all activities in accordance with the rules and spirit of the school’s Honor Code. The Honor Code governs student conduct at SAIS. It covers all activities in which students present information as their own, including written papers, examinations, oral presentations and materials submitted to potential employers or other educational institutions. It requires that students be truthful and exercise integrity and honesty in their dealings with others, both inside SAIS and in the larger community. While the Honor code goes well beyond plagiarism, it is important that each student understand what is and what is not plagiarism. The Turnitin software is available to faculty in detecting plagiarism. Plagiarism will definitely result in failure of the paper or exam and may result in failing the course depending on the judgment of the professor.

REQUIRED READING
Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008).

Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000).
Jeffrey Herbst, Terence McNamee, and Greg Mills (ed.), On the Fault Line: Managing Tensions and Divisions Within Societies (London: Profile Books, 2012).

Frances Stewart (ed.), Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: Understanding Group Violence in Multiethnic Societies (London: Palgrave, 2010).
Fragile States Resource Center

http://www.fragilestates.org/
SUPPLEMENTAL READING
Samuel Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968).
Michela Wrong, It's Our Turn to Eat: The Story of a Kenyan Whistle-Blower (New York: Harper/HarperCollins, 2009).
Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1983).

Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1993).

Douglass North, Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990).

Abdelrahman Munif, Cities of Salt (New York: Random House, 1987).
Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Wizard of the Crow (New York: Anchor Books, 2007).
Developmental Leadership Program

http://www.dlprog.org/
Africa Power and Politics

http://www.institutions-africa.org/page/home
Innovations for Successful Societies
http://www.princeton.edu/successfulsocieties/
The Fiction of Development

http://www.bwpi.manchester.ac.uk/research/fictionofdevelopment/welcome.html
SCHEDULE

Week 1
Introduction
Required Readings (about 130 pages):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 1-13.

· Failed States Index, http://www.foreignpolicy.com/failedstates.

· Robert Zoellick, “Fragile States: Securing Development,” Speech to the International Institute for Strategic Studies, Geneva, September 12, 2008, http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21898896~pagePK:34370~piPK:42770~theSitePK:4607,00.html.
· Department for International Development (DFID), Why We Need to Work More Effectively in Fragile States (London: DFID, January 2005), 5-26.

· Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000), 11-21 and 35-57.

· James Mayall, “The Legacy of Colonialism,” in Making States Work: State Failure and the Crisis of Governance, ed. Simon Chesterman, Michael Ignatieff, and Ramesh Thakur (New York: United Nations University Press, 2005), 36-58.

· Samuel Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968), 1-12 and 28-39.

· News: Seyom Brown and Vanda Felbab-Brown, “Nepal, on the Brink of Collapse,” New York Times, June 6, 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/06/opinion/nepal-on-the-brink-of-collapse.html.
Questions:

· What are fragile states? How do they differ from regular countries? Failed states?

· Why are they important?

· What are common characteristics of fragile states?

· What are the problems with indices and most analysis?

· Why won’t companies and individuals invest in these places?

· What are the historical causes of fragility?

· What are the biggest challenges facing fragile states?
Week 2
Understanding Successful States

Required Readings (about 140 pages):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008, 17-32.
· Edwin Reischauer, Japan: The Story of a Nation (Tokyo: Charles Tuttle Publishers, 1981), 109-136.

· John Fairbank, Edwin Reischauer, and Albert Craig, East Asia: Tradition and Transformation (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1989), 484-92, 501-534.

· Henry Rowen, “The Political and Social Foundations of the Rise of East Asia: An Overview,” in Behind East Asian Growth: The Political and Social Foundations of Prosperity, ed. Rowen (New York: Routledge, 1998), 1-36.

· Earnest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1983), 1-7.

· Adrian Leftwich, “Developmental States, Effective States and Poverty Reduction: The Primacy of Politics,” UNRISD Project on Poverty Reduction and Policy Regimes (Geneva: United Nations Research Institute for Social Development, 2008), 3-23.

· Seth Kaplan, “Horizontal Versus Vertical Social Cohesion: Why the Differences Matter,” Fragile States Resource Center, March 12, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/03/12/horizontal-versus-vertical-social-cohesion-why-the-differences-matter/.
· News: Ganesh Sitaraman, “The Land of 10,000 Wars,” New York Times, August 17, 2009, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/17/opinion/17iht-edsitaraman.html.
Questions:

· What is the difference between a nation and a state? Are most developing countries nations?

· Why was Japan able to become the first non-Western country to develop?

· How does Japan’s experience differ from most developing countries today?

· What are common traits of successful states?

· What makes governance effective?

· What environments encourage farmers, SMEs, and MNCs to invest?

· What affects how elites and leaders think about development?

Week 3
Drivers of State Fragility

Required Readings (about 135 pages and one presentation):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 35-45.
· Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000), 58-136.

· Frances Stewart, “Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: An Introduction and Some Hypotheses,” in Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: Understanding Group Violence in Multiethnic Societies, ed. Stewart (London: Palgrave, 2010), 3-23.
· Jeffrey Herbst and Greg Mills, “Introduction: Managing Fault Lines in the Twenty-first Century” in On the Fault Line: Managing Tensions and Divisions Within Societies, ed. Herbst, Terence McNamee, and Mills (London: Profile Books, 2012), 1-16.
· Frances Stewart, “Horizontal Inequalities, Political Stability and Conflict: Some Policy Implications,” presentation at the Overseas Development Institute, July 15, 2008, www.odi.org.uk/events/presentations/262.pdf.
· Arnim Langer, “When do Horizontal Inequalities Lead to Conflict? Lessons from a Comparative Study of Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire,” in Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: Understanding Group Violence in Multiethnic Societies, ed. Stewart (London: Palgrave, 2010), 186-188.

· Kevin Watkins, “Financing for a Fairer, More Prosperous Kenya,” Brookings.edu, July 11, 2012, http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2012/07/11-kenya-public-spending-watkins.
· Lant Pritchett and Frauke de Weijer, Fragile States: Stuck in a Capability Trap? World Development Report 2011: Background Papers, 2010. [Scan main points]

· News: “The Idea of Myanmar: Aung San Suu Kyi’s Ethnic-minority Problem,” The Economist, July 7, 2012, http://www.economist.com/node/21558256.
Questions:

· What are the primary drivers of state fragility?

· What causes political fault lines to emerge?

· Are governments robust enough in fragile states to play a constructive role?

· How does distance and topography affect the quality of governance?
· How do sociopolitical dynamics affect politics and governance?

· Do elites/leaders have the incentive to promote development in fragile states?

Week 4
Identity, Institutions, and Development
Required Readings (about 130 pages):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 32-34.
· Robert Putnam, Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1993), 163-85.

· Douglass North, Institutions, Institutional Change and Economic Performance (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 1990), 61-69 and 92-104.

· Amartya Sen, “Inequality and Institutions,” Pakistan’s Daily Times, July 14, 2008, http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=2008\07\14\story_14-7-2008_pg3_4.

· Gretchen Helmke and Steven Levitsky, “Informal Institutions and Comparative Politics: A Research Agenda,” Perspectives on Politics 2 no. 4 (December 2004), 725-34.
· Pierre Englebert, State Legitimacy and Development in Africa (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2000), 71-105.

· Christopher Clapham, “Ethiopia: The Perils of Reform,” in On the Fault Line: Managing Tensions and Divisions Within Societies, ed. Jeffrey Herbst, Terence McNamee, and Greg Mills (London: Profile Books, 2012), 137-149.
· William Easterly, Jozef Ritzen, and Michael Woolcock, Social Cohesion, Institutions, and Growth, Working Paper No. 94 (Washington, DC: Center for Global Development, August 2006), 1-16.
· News: “Cote d’Ivoire: What’s in a Name? A Fight for Identity,” IRIN (Integrated Regional Information Networks, part of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs), November 1, 2005, http://www.irinnews.org/Report/56955/COTE-D-IVOIRE-What-s-in-a-name-A-fight-for-identity.
Questions:

· What is development?

· What is the difference between formal and informal institutions?

· How do informal institutions affect governance?

· What is the relationship between identity and institutions?

· How do social divisions affect how countries work?

· How does inequality affect institutions?

· How does fragility affect business?

Week 5
Elites, Patronage, and the State

Required Readings (about 160 pages):

· Douglass North, John Wallis, Steven Webb and Barry Weingast, “Limited Access Orders in the Developing World: A New Approach to the Problems of Development”, World Bank Policy Research Working Paper #4359, September 2007, 2-44.
· Andrew Wedeman, “Looters, Rent-Scrapers, and Dividend-Collectors: Corruption and Growth in Zaire, South Korea, and the Philippines,” Journal of Developing Areas 31 no. 4 (Summer 1997), 457-478.

· Peter Ekeh, “Colonialism and the Two Publics in Africa: A Theoretical Statement,” Comparative Studies in Society and History 17 no. 1 (January 1975): 91-112.

· Yahya Sadowski, Political Vegetables? Businessman and Bureaucrat in the Development of Egyptian Agriculture (Brookings Institution, 1991), 1-14, 192-97, 290-291, and 307-22.

· Peter Lewis, Growing Apart: Oil, Politics, and Economic Change in Indonesia and Nigeria (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2007), 1-21, 28, 42-53, 77-85, and 256-67.

· Seth Kaplan, “’Democracy’ in Nigeria,” Fragile States Resource Center, January 26, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/01/26/democracy-in-nigeria/.
· Seth Kaplan, “Is Corruption Evil?,” Fragile States Resource Center, March 9, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/03/09/is-corruption-evil/.
· News: David Gauthier-Villars, “How 'The Family' Controlled Tunisia,” Wall Street Journal, June 20, 2011, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748703752404576178523635718108.html.
Questions:

· What are the differences between a rule-based and a patronage-based political order?

· How do identity divisions affect corruption and governance?

· How does patronage affect political will and capacity?

· How do the different forms of corruption affect development?

· How do the Nigerian and Indonesian cases differ? What are the consequences?

· What conditions are likely to lead to crony capitalism (instead of just corruption accompanied capitalism)?

· What is missing from international analyses of fragile states?
Week 6
Case Studies: Somalia and the DRC

Required Readings (about 150 pages):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 82-97 and 114-129.
· Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000), 139-72.
· Ken Menkhaus, ‘‘Governance without Government in Somalia: Spoilers, State Building, and the Politics of Coping,’’ International Security 31 no. 3 (Winter 2006/2007), 74-106.
· Pierre Englebert, State Legitimacy and Development in Africa (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2000), 105-118.
· Pierre Englebert, "Why Congo Persists: Sovereignty, Globalization and the Violent Reproduction of a Weak State," in Globalization, Violent Conflict, and Self-Determination, ed. Valpy Fitzgerald et al. (New York: Palgrave, 2006), 119-143.
· Pierre Englebert, “To Save Africa, Reject Its Nations,” New York Times, June 12, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/06/12/opinion/12englebert.html.
· News: Lydia Polgreen, “Congo’s Riches, Looted by Renegade Troops,” New York Times, November 16, 2008, http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/16/world/africa/16congo.html?pagewanted=all.

· News: Jeffrey Gettleman, ‘‘Anarchy-Cursed Nation Looks to Bottom-Up Rule,’’ New York Times, August 18, 2008, http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/18/world/africa/18somalia.html.

Questions:

· How does identity and informal institutions complicate Somali politics?

· What advantages does Somaliland have over Somalia?

· How does topography and political geography complicate the DRC’s governance challenges?

· How does political geography affect politics and governance?

· What can maps tell us about governance?

· Can rethinking how states are structured make them work better?

Week 7
Managing Fault Lines / Case Study: The Arab Spring

(Submission of paper topic and statement of thesis / Midterm assigned)

Required Readings (about 130 pages):

· Jeffrey Herbst, Terence McNamee, and Greg Mills (ed.), “Conclusion,” in On the Fault Line: Managing Tensions and Divisions Within Societies, ed. Herbst, McNamee, and Mills (London: Profile Books, 2012), 229-235.

· Joel Barkan, “Ethnic Fractionaization and the Propensity for Conflict in Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania,” in On the Fault Line: Managing Tensions and Divisions Within Societies, ed. Jeffrey Herbst, Terence McNamee, and Greg Mills (London: Profile Books, 2012), 150-169.
· Francis Stewart, Graham Brown, and Arnim Langer, “Major Findings and Conclusions on the Relationship Between Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict” and “Policies towards Horizontal Inequalities,” in Horizontal Inequalities and Conflict: Understanding Group Violence in Multiethnic Societies, ed. Stewart (London: Palgrave, 2010), 285-325.

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 98-113.
· Bernard Lewis, The Multiple Identities of the Middle East (New York: Schocken Books, 1998), 9-24.

· Michael Hudson, Arab Politics: The Search for Legitimacy (New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1977), 389-404.
· Vali Nasr, “What Syria's Power Struggle Means”, Council on Foreign Relations interview, June 4, 2012, http://www.cfr.org/syria/syrias-power-struggle-means/p28432?cid=nlc-public-the_world_this_week-link4-20120608.

· Vali Nasr, “If the Arab Spring Turns Ugly,” New York Times, August 28, 2011, http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/28/opinion/sunday/the-dangers-lurking-in-the-arab-spring.html?pagewanted=all.

· Aaron David Miller, “The Stalled Arab Spring,” The National Interest, June 6, 2012, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/the-stalled-arab-spring-7014.
· Martin Kramer, “Middle East scenarios (well, not really…),” Blog Post in Sandbox on January 31, 2012, http://www.martinkramer.org/sandbox/2012/01/middle-east-scenarios-well-not-really/.

· Seth Kaplan, “Understanding Libya: The Role of Ethnic and Tribal Groups in Any Political Settlement,” Fragile States Resource Center, March 1, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/03/01/understanding-libya-the-role-of-ethnic-and-tribal-groups-in-any-political-settlement/.
· Seth Kaplan, “Is the Map of the Middle East About to Change?,” Fragile States Resource Center, February 3, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/02/03/is-the-map-of-the-middle-east-about-to-change/.
· News: Nicholas Blanford, “In Lebanon, a Worrying Sectarian Spillover from Syria,” Christian Science Monitor, June 3, 2012, http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2012/0603/In-Lebanon-a-worrying-sectarian-spillover-from-Syria.

· News: Bill Spindle and Sam Dagher, “Can Syria's Christians Survive?,” Wall Street Journal, August 10, 2012, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10000872396390443537404577579473069060742.html?mod=WSJ_hpp_MIDDLENexttoWhatsNewsThird.
Questions:

· What kind of political identity fragmentation is the hardest to overcome?

· What measures can reduce—or at least better manage—identity fault lines?

· How does democracy affect identity divisions?

· How do the sociopolitical dynamics within fragile states affect the choices elites and leaders make?

· How will sociopolitical dynamics affect how the Arab Spring plays out?
· What are probable scenarios for the future of Syria?

Week 8
Prospects for Change: Ideology and Elite Incentives
(Midterm due)

Required Readings (about 150 pages):

· Lindsay Whitfield and Ole Therkildsen, “What Drives States to Support the Development of Productive Sectors? Strategies Ruling Elites Pursue for Political Survival and Their Policy Implications,” Danish Institute for International Studies Working Paper 2011:15 (Copenhagen: Elites, Production and Poverty Program, September 2011), 6-30.

· Adrian Leftwich, “Thinking and Working Politically: What Does It Mean, Why Is It Important and How Do You Do It?,” in Politics, Leadership, and Coalitions in Development: Policy Implications of the DLP Research Evidence, Developmental Leadership Program Research and Policy Workshop Background Papers, Frankfurt, Germany, March 2011, 5-15.

· Alex de Waal, “The Price of Peace,” Prospect, November 17, 2009, http://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/magazine/the-price-of-peace/.

· Tim Kelsall and David Booth, Developmental Patrimonialism? Questioning the Orthodoxy on Political Governance and Economic Progress in Africa, Working Paper No. 9 (London: Africa Power and Politics Programme, July 2010), 1-27.

· Lily Tsai, “Solidary Groups, Informal Accountability, and Local Public Goods Provision in Rural China,” American Political Science Review 101 no. 2 (May 2007): 355-372.

· Gareth Williams, Alex Duncan, Pierre Landell-Mills, and Sue Unsworth, “Politics and Growth,” Development Policy Review 29 no. S1 (January 2011), S29-53.
· Peter Lewis, Growing Apart: Oil, Politics, and Economic Change in Indonesia and Nigeria (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2007), 268-95.
· “Coalition Building in a Divided Society: Bihar State, India, 2005-2009,” Rohan Mukherjee, ISS-Princeton, July 2010, http://www.princeton.edu/successfulsocieties/content/focusareas/DC/policynotes/view.xml?id=128, 1-10.

· Seth Kaplan, “Diagram Explaining the Politics of Inclusive Development,” Fragile States Resource Center, April 9, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/04/09/diagram-explaining-the-politics-of-inclusive-development/.
Questions:

· What might incentivize elites/leaders to back reform?

· Can patronage be reconfigured to promote development?

· What ideas/ideologies might promote more development-oriented behavior?
· Are there ways to promote accountability besides elections?

· How does social cohesion affect accountability?

· What is the role of coalitions in reform?

· What might reduce the political risk that investors face in fragile states? Increase the attractiveness of such places?

· What must political analysis encompass to be effective?

Week 9
Improving Governance: Politics, Institutions, and Capacity

Required Readings (about 140 pages):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 49-64.
· Thomas Carothers and Diane de Gramont, “Aiding Governance in Developing Countries: Progress Amid Uncertainties” (Washington: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2011), 1-27.
· Tony Blair, Not Just Aid: How Making Government Work Can Transform Africa (public address at the Center for Global Development, Washington, D.C., December 16, 2010), 1-16.
· Tim Kelsall, “Going with the Grain in African Development?,” Development Policy Review 26, no. 6 (November 2008), 1-21.

· Wiseman Magwa and Davie Mutasa, “Language and Development: Perspectives from Sub-Saharan Africa,” NAWA Journal of Language and Communication 1 no. 1 (June 2007), 57-69.

· Béatrice Pouligny, “State-Society Relations & Intangible Dimensions of State Resilience & State Building: A Bottom-Up Perspective,” Background Paper for the European Report on Development 2009, 4-38.
· Phil Clark, “How Rwanda Judged its Genocide,” Counterpoints (London: Africa Research Institute, May 2012), 1-11.

· Seth Kaplan, “Hybrid Legal Systems Work Best,” Fragile States Resource Center, February 14, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/02/14/ghana-hybrid-legal-systems-work-best/.
· Seth Kaplan, “Legal Pluralism: Improving Security and Justice in Fragile States,” Fragile States Resource Center, May 1, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/05/01/legal-pluralism-improving-security-and-justice-in-fragile-states/.
· News: Jim Yardley, “India Asks, Should Food Be a Right?” New York Times, August 9, 2010, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/09/world/asia/09food.html?pagewanted=all.

Questions

· What is effective governance? Why are Western definitions inadequate?

· What is the role of local institutions and culture in development?

· How can informal institutions be leveraged to improve governance?

· What “software” plays a crucial role in state building and development?

· What reduces the cost of doing business in fragile states?

· What can improve governance?

· What international policies hurt efforts to improve governance?

Week 10
Rethinking Institutions: Regional Organizations, Decentralization, and Cities
(Submission of organizational plan and bibliography of paper)

Required Readings (about 80 pages and one presentation):

· Seth Kaplan, Fixing Fragile States: A New Paradigm for Development (Westport, CT: Praeger Security International, 2008), 67-81.

· Jeffrey Herbst, States and Power in Africa: Comparative Lessons in Authority and Control (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000), 251-272.
· Alfred Stepan, Juan J. Linz, and Yogendra Yadav, “The Rise of “State-Nations,” Journal of Democracy 21, no. 3 (July 2010), 50-68.
· Pranab Bardhan, "Decentralization and Development: Dilemmas, Trade-offs and Safeguards," keynote lecture given to IFPRI conference on Decentralization in Washington DC in February 2010, http://emlab.berkeley.edu/users/webfac/bardhan/papers/IFPRIDecentral.pdf.

· Stephen Biddle, Fotini Christia, and J Alexander Thier, “Defining Success in Afghanistan: What Can the United States Accept?” Foreign Affairs 89, no. 4 (July-August 2010).

· Chronic Poverty Research Centre (CPRC), The Chronic Poverty Report, 2008–09: Escaping Poverty Traps, Brooks World Poverty Institute, University of Manchester (Manchester: CPRC, 2008), 67-68.
· Duncan Green, “Can Cities Build Local ‘Developmental States’? Some Surprising Good News from Colombia,” From Poverty to Power Blog, August 26, 2011, http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=6593.
· Charles W. Corey, “’Mo’ Ibrahim: Governments Need to Foster, not Frustrate, Business,” U.S. Department of State website www.america.gov, May 3, 2010, http://www.america.gov/st/business-english/2010/May/20100430155029WCyeroC9.975833e-02.html.

· Seth Kaplan, “City Development States: Why Lagos Works Better than Nigeria,” Fragile States Resource Center, April 29, 2012, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/04/29/city-development-states-why-lagos-works-better-than-nigeria/.
· Seth Kaplan, “Might Regionalism Help Solve Central America’s Woes?,” Fragile States Resource Center, http://www.fragilestates.org/2012/03/06/are-guatemala-el-salvador-and-honduras-failing-states/.
Questions

· Why might changes in the structure of states reduce state fragility?

· How might states be rethought to make them more successful?

· Why does regionalism offer so much potential to help fragile states?

· Why has regionalism repeatedly failed to reach this potential?

· What are the major challenges to decentralizing government?

· Can urban areas play a role in improving governance?

· Can changes in borders help?

Week 11
Student Presentations
Week 12
Student Presentations

Week 13
Foreign Aid: Is there a Better Way?

Required Readings (about 155 pages):

· Department for International Development (DFID), “Political Economy Analysis How to Note,” A Practice Paper (London, 2009), 1-24, http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/PO58.pdf.

· Merilee Grindle, “Good Enough Governance Revisited,” Development Policy Review 29, issue supplement (January 2011), S199-S218.
· David Booth, “Aid, Institutions and Governance: What Have We Learned?,” Development Policy Review 29, issue supplement (January 2011), S5-S23.
· David Booth, APPP Policy Brief, Governance for Development in Africa, April 2011, 1-4.
· The Political Economy of Development in Africa: A Joint Statement from Five Research Programmes, available on http://www.dlprog.org, 2-23.

· The Netherlands Scientific Council for Government Policy (WRR), Less Pretension, More Ambition. Development Aid that Makes a Difference (The Hague: 2010). See summary and conclusions at http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Magazine/articles/WRR-report-Less-pretension-more-ambition.-Development-aid-that-makes-a-difference and http://www.thebrokeronline.eu/en/Articles/Conclusion-Less-pretension-more-ambition.
· John McKay, “The Asian ‘Miracle’ After the Global Financial Crisis: Some Lessons For Africa,” Brenthurst Foundation Discussion Paper 2010/07, December 2010, 3-23.
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Questions

· How can political economic analysis make foreign aid work better?

· How do outsiders influence the political dynamics of countries?

· What has foreign aid done well? Done badly? Why?

· What is the role of economic/societal transformation in development?

· How do Western mindsets limit their ability to help non-Western countries?

· What is the role for local problem solving in development?

· What should be the goal of foreign aid?

